Lyle R Mackey
October 11, 1934 - September 4, 2020

Mason City - Lyle R. Mackey, 85, of Mason City passed away Friday, September 4, 2020
in his Mason City home surrounded by his family.
A Memorial Mass will be held 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at Epiphany Parish
– Holy Family Catholic Church, 714 North Adams, Mason City with Reverend, Joshua
Link, Celebrant. Inurnment will follow in Memorial Park Cemetery, Mason City. Inurnment
will follow in Memorial Park Cemetery, Mason City.
In an effort to promote social distancing, attendees are asked to wear face masks as able.
For those wishing to receive Communion during Mass, please utilize hand sanitizer prior
to receiving. A live stream of the services will be offered through the Epiphany ParishHoly family Catholic Facebook page.
Lyle's family will greet relatives and friends on Monday afternoon, September 7,2020 from
2 pm until 4 pm at Hogan Bremer Moore Colonial Chapel, 126 3rd Street NE, Mason City.
A Scriptural Wake will be held following the visitation.

Memorial contributions may be directed to Epiphany Parish, Mercy One North Iowa
Hospice or Newman Catholic Schools.
Lyle grew up the middle son of Howard and Leona Mackey. He and his brothers, Larry and
Don, grew up on the family farm and attended Olin public schools. As graduation
approached, Lyle expressed interest in pursuing a college education, and was promptly
driven to Iowa City by his school superintendent to enroll at the University of Iowa, for the
following year. He eventually transferred to Iowa State University where he obtained his
undergraduate degree.
It was during a summer internship working with the 4H program in Clayton County that
Lyle met the love of his life, a stunningly beautiful, long-legged Freilinger girl by the name

of Lorraine. That was where their decades long love story began. They married in 1956
and settled in Garnavillo, where Lyle taught Vocational Agriculture at the high school. Just
before their first wedding anniversary they became parents to Christy, their first of eight
children.
Lyle made a career move a few years later accepting a job with Iowa State University
Extension, It gave him the position of Assistant Extension Director of Benton County in
Vinton and then Plymouth County Extension Director in Le Mars. After earning his
master’s degree, he advanced to an Area Extension Director position in North Central
Iowa. The family moved to Mason City where, ultimately, he was administrator for 15 Iowa
counties. His long and distinguished career garnered Lyle many awards his humble nature
wouldn't list here. He was known for a commitment to excellence.
Though he achieved many honors and he enjoyed professional accomplishments, Lyle
was, more importantly, a man of active faith, beyond involvement in his church. His whole
life was about service. If he wasn't working, he was volunteering. Upon retirement he
devoted much time and energy to politics and social justice causes. He was an active
member of the National Association of Retired Federal Employees (NARFE).
Lyle's life story begins and ends with family. He was preceded in death by his parents, his
two brothers, nine brothers and sisters-in-law, and three nephews.
Still here to honor and relish the memory of this devoted husband and playful father are
his wife, Lorraine, his eight children, Christine (Mark) Althoff, Doug (Sharon) Mackey,
Susan (Joe) Henry, Jill (Dave) Campbell, Ann (Tom) Weiss, Jennifer (Gary) Scholl, Carey
(David) Nisi, Katie (Arian) Schuessler, as well as his 14 grandchildren and his eight great
grandchildren.
Each of us will cling to the lessons he taught us by the example he LIVED. He was as
handsome and humble as the Iowa landscape he loved so dearly. He was patient and
forgiving. No man ever loved his wife as much or as well. He was interested and curious
about everything...it made chatting with him pure pleasure. We will miss his chuckle.
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Comments

“

My sympathy to Lorraine, Katie and family. You are all in our prayers here at Mercy
Convent, Cedar Rapids,IA. Lyle was always a pleasant person to meeet and I always
enjoyed the times I was with he and Lorraine.
I appreciated his interest and involvement in social justice issues and no doubt will
encourage God to make a few changes on earth. Blessings to the family!

Sister Emily Devine, RSM - September 07 at 04:31 PM

“

Doris Dotti Loscavio lit a candle in memory of Lyle R Mackey

Doris Dotti Loscavio - September 06 at 03:33 PM

“

The obituary so accurately describes the wonderful man That Lyle was. A true
gentleman with humility and respect for all. A wonderful model for all of us. Jim
Coddington.

Jim Coddington - September 06 at 03:33 PM

“

103 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hogan Bremer Moore Colonial Chapels - September 06 at 03:09 PM

“

I'm holding all you Mackeys in prayer as you mourn this big loss.

Kim Westerman - September 05 at 10:09 PM

“

My deepest sympathy
I remember Lyle from my time at St Joseph church.
Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord
May he rezt in peace
Fr. David G Kucera

FR. David G Kucera - September 05 at 07:48 PM

“

Sympathy to the family of Lyle Mckey on the loss of Your beloved spouse, father, friend and
grandfather,May he enjoy the fullness of God's glory.
Mary Louann Doering,PBVM - September 05 at 08:40 PM

