Helen Francis Ebaugh
October 9, 1923 - June 30, 2020

Helen Francis Ebaugh, 96, passed away on Tuesday, June 30, 2020, at Good Shepherd
Health Center in Mason City, IA.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, a celebration of Helen’s life will be at a later date. Burial
will be at the Clear Lake cemetery. Ward-Van Slyke Colonial Chapel of Clear Lake will be
in charge of services.
Helen was born October 9, 1923 in Billings Montana to Thomas Carl and Nellie (Pitts)
Harbeson. Helen was the oldest of 10 siblings. She married Elwin David
“Bud” Ebaugh June 16, 1943 at the Methodist Church in Clear Lake.
Helen worked in retail stores from the time she was in high school starting at SS Kresge
Dollar Store downtown Mason City and many others until she retired. One of the
businesses that she really enjoyed was at Sam Raizes Department Store where she was
employed for several years in the men’s clothing department. She truly loved the retail
environment and even in her last days talked about what a joy her years of working in the
public. Her retail experience in sales and management expanded to over 45 years. She
also took a position of giving out samples for various vendors after her retirement. This
gave her an opportunity to keep in contact with the many friends she had made over the
years.
Helen was very sociable and enjoyed being around others. She especially loved dancing
and enjoyed the Surf ballroom. She attended the Buddy Holly event several times.
Helen is survived by her two sons: David (Vickie) Ebaugh, of Wadena, MN; Thomas
(Melinda) Ebaugh, of Sioux Falls, SD; six grandsons; David, Jason, Nathan,
Matthew Ebaugh, and James, Jesse Boyda; one granddaughter Miranda Doss and six
great grandchildren; three siblings, brothers Donald Harberson, James Harbeson, and
sister, Patricia Boster. As well as numerous friends and extended family members.
Helen is preceded in death by her husband, Elwin “Bud” Ebaugh, parents, Thomas and

Nellie Harbeson; Brothers, Thomas Harbeson, Edward Harbeson, and Rollie Harbeson;
Sisters, Thelma Harbeson, Gladys Tibbits, and Geraldine Bohl.

Cemetery
Clear Lake Cemetery
N. 20th St.
Clear Lake, IA, 50428

Comments

“

Thinking of you David and Tom. You had am amazing mother. I loved her dearly. She
sparkled and inspired me to live my life to the fullest and never be afraid of new
things.

Cindy Dickinson - July 16 at 01:51 AM

“

Aunt Helen was a wonderful aunt. I remember her from our visits to Iowa and her
visits to California. She used to make me laugh a lot. Aunt Helen taught me her
beauty routine when I was fifteen. Always was your face with cold water. And
moisture with Oil of Olay.
We used to take her around Los Angeles when she came to town. We visited
Chinatown, Olvera Street, Disneyland and Little Tokyo. She was great at trying new
things. She also loved shopping and dancing. She told me she liked going to dances
in Clear Lake.
Aunt Helen had a heart of gold. I miss her sparkling smile. So glad she was my aunt.

Jo Ellen Harbeson Rismanchi - July 02 at 10:55 PM

“

Sorry for your loss David and Tom, she would always light up when she talked about
you.
Dan

Dan Bohl - July 02 at 11:13 AM

“

Sorry for the loss of your sister, Jim

caren ellis - July 02 at 08:35 AM

