Fanchon W. Wilson
March 13, 1929 - July 25, 2019

Fanchon Heetland Wilson, 90, of Mason City, Iowa, passed away on Thursday, July 25th
at Good Shepherd Health Center in Mason City, Iowa.
A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, August 24th, at the First Presbyterian
Church, 100 Pierce Avenue, Mason City, with Pastor Paul Collier officiating. The family will
greet relatives and friends one hour before the service in the friendship room.
Fanchon Wilhelmina and her twin sister, Faustine Edith, were born on March 13, 1929 in
Blue Earth, Minnesota, to George and Eleanor (Gabel) Heetland. The family moved to
Lakota where she attended Lakota Community School and graduated in 1946. She then
attended Iowa State College for one year before transferring to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
School of Nursing in Des Moines, Iowa, graduating in 1951.
On June 24, 1951, Fanchon married John Robert Wilson at Central Presbyterian Church
in Des Moines, Iowa. They were blessed with five children: John Robert, Rodney James,
who passed away at 10 days old of Spinal Meningitis; Anne Melinda, David Jamison and
Susan Melissa Wilson.
During her nursing career, Fanchon worked at St. Lukes Hospital in Davenport, Iowa, and
Mount Sinai and St. Louis Park Methodist Hospitals in Minneapolis. She moved to Mason
City in 1970, where she worked as staff nurse at Mercy Hospital for many years, working
up to Director of nursing on the Orthopedic unit at Mercy Hospital before retiring in 1994.
Fanchon volunteered with many organizations including: Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,
Meredith Willson’s boyhood home (where she wallpapered many rooms), a Docent at the
Stockman House, the MacNeider Museum of Art, PFLAG/One Iowa North, Hospice,
K.C.M.R, Community Kitchen, Meals on Wheels and was a Reading Buddy at Hoover and
Harding Elementary Schools. Fanchon enjoyed watching spectator sports, singing solos
with the Municipal Band, performing in the choruses of the MCCT musical productions of
the Music Man, Sound of Music and Camelot, and was an avid reader.

An active member of First Presbyterian Church in Mason City, Iowa, Fanchon sang many
solos and was a choir member for 39 years. She was a Deacon and served many
committees over the years.
Fanchon is survived by John and Lali Wilson, of Newtown, Pennsylvania; Anne and Ron
Eldridge of Huntington Beach, California; David and Barb Wilson and Susan and Darrell
Housden, both of Phoenix, Arizona; nine grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, and many
adoring nieces and nephews. Fanchon was extremely proud of and dearly loved her
family.
She is preceded in death by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Heetland, sisters Arlis
Elaine Akre and Faustine Edith Nelson, brother, Rodney Heetland and son, Rodney
James Wilson.
Memorials may be directed to Hospice of North Iowa, the First Presbyterian Church or
Good Shepherd’s Music and Activities Departments.

Comments

“

Fanchon was my resident at Gs. She was such a big part of 1W. I hold a lot of
memories of her advice and caring for us that took care of her. We all miss her so
much and send condolences to her children and family. She took such pride in her
family

Becky Kantaris - August 12 at 10:10 AM

“

Deepest Sympathy to the family. I will miss Fanchon a lot. We had a lot of wonderful
visists together. Her famous thing to ask for was to borrow my glasses so she could
read. Wonderful lady is at peace. Prayers are with you.

Brenda Simmer - August 01 at 08:06 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult time.
I have many memories as I worked with Fanchon for 13 years at Mercy hospital. She
was our Charge nurse and we had an awesome floor with her as a leader.
I am so grateful that I was able to take care of Fanchon for a couple of days while
she was a patient on my floor at Mercy Hospital. I will remember her always
Monica Christopherson Heard

Monica Heard - July 29 at 03:49 PM

“

I have so many memories of Fanchon as she and I were in church family together.
She was beautiful, caring and sassy! I loved her spirit and her joie d vivre! She was
extremely supportive of me in all my endeavors through First Pres, Community
Theater and when I brought my now husband, Bruce into the First Pres fold. She told
me we were “perfect for each other”. We will miss you greatly “Aunt Fanny”.
Much love from Peggy and Bruce Chamberlain

Peggy and Bruce Chamberlain - July 28 at 06:51 PM

“

To Fanchon's family,
We express our sympathy. You are in our thoughts, and prayers. Our mom, Marie
Neuhring worked at Mercy Hospital many years, and she and Fanchon were such
close friends. Mom was Fanchon's roommate at the Good Shepherd until she
passed away. Fanchon was such a kind, caring, loving lady. She always looked
beautiful. She will be missed by many. She loved her family so much. May the fond
memories of her be in your hearts forever. God bless you all.
Harlan and Marge Baack.

harlan and marge baack - July 27 at 10:05 PM

“

Fanchon was my Nurse Manager on the Orthopedic Unit for many years.
You are all in our prayers during this difficult time.
Debbie Mejia.

P.S. Dave,
Charlie wants you to know he also passes along his condolences to you and your
siblings.
Charlie/Debbie Mejia - July 26 at 04:38 PM

